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February 1st  End of Marking Period 2 

February 11th  Report Cards Available in Genesis 

February 12th  Schools Closed for Students-Staff Development Day 

February 15th  Schools Closed-Presidents’ Day 

February 19th  Show Your School Spirit- 70’s/80’s Day-Flashback to another decade!  

February 26th  Family Game Night @6:30pm and Hour of Code  

Sincerely,  
Janelle Williams  

Principal  

The Arbor Times  

A message from the Principal 
Dear Arbor 
Families,  

February is now 
upon us and we are 
well into this half of 
the school year. 
Students have 
continued to work 
toward meeting the 
expectations of our 
staff and the 
district. I am proud 
of the work of the 
entire Arbor staff 
and their dedication 
to your children, 
pushing them 
toward meeting 
school goals.  

 

As a safety 
reminder for the 
winter, please note 
that the district 
sends automated 
phone calls to 
families in the event 
of a delayed 
opening or school 
closing. In addition, 
the main district 
webpage also 
contains the most 
up to date 
information.  

Another safety tip 
for this month is 
parking. Please 
remember to only 
park in designated 
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spots when picking 
up your child. If you 
do not have a 
handicap tag, 
please leave those 
spaces to 
individuals who 
have the 
appropriate tag. 
This will help 
tremendously in our 
lots!  

As always, I thank 
you for your 
commitment to 
Arbor School. Let’s 
continue to work 
together in the 
name of success!!  
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4th Grade Math: In February, all fourth grade students have started working on Fractions. We will be using a lot of 

models, like fraction strips and circles to help us understand fractions better. We will also practice drawing models of 

our own. In Chapters 6, 7, and 8 we will learn how to identify equivalent fractions, add and subtract fractions, and 

multiply fractions by whole numbers. 

 

4th Grade Literacy: The fourth grade Reader’s Workshop classes are enjoying reading their second novel. They 

are working on creating think marks and write longs while also color coding entries in their notebooks to identify text 

evidence and reflection phrases. The skills we are focusing on are making inferences and using context clues to assist 

us with unfamiliar vocabulary. In Writer’s Workshop we are continuing the Literary Essay writing unit.  We are writing 

thesis statements with supporting details from a variety of texts. These statements will be used when we write our 

five paragraph essay and then share our essays at our next publishing party! 

 

5th Grade Math:  This month the 5th grade is starting the unit on Fractions. This unit starts at Chapter 6 and with 

material that the students covered last year such as adding and subtracting fractions as well as equivalent fractions. 

We ask that you review those concepts at home, as students will now be expected to work with fractions that have 

unlike denominators and whole numbers- called mixed numbers.  You should see your child come home with Volume 

2 of their textbook and they are very excited to decorate it with duct tape. 

 

5th Grade Literacy:  In Literacy this marking period, we just completed our Literary Essay unit by writing a 

comparative literary essay. Students analyzed and then compared two short stories, with a focus on identifying 

important images and lines, character growth, and theme. In these essays, students worked on using text evidence 

and their own analysis to support a claim they made about the stories. 

The classes are now moving onto a new unit, writing a Research-Based Argument Essay.  In this unit, students 

will read and view various sources of information on both sides of an important issue - whether chocolate milk should 

be served in schools! Once they've gathered their evidence, students will choose a position and write an argument 

essay explaining and supporting their position. 

 

Electives: 

Art- Students will be working on self-portraits, landscape drawings, and being introduced to clay molding  

Music- Students will learn dynamic markings in musical notation and also using them when appropriate    

Gym-Students will be learning how to work cooperatively with a group on a common goal and how to use multiple 

methods to complete a challenge with specific guidelines  

Spanish- Students will continue to work on time and sharing information with others by telling time in Spanish 

Technology-Students will continue to apply various skills learned throughout the year for presentations using 

classroom content 

 

How you can help at home:  To support your child at home, I encourage you to use ThinkCentral as a resource 

for math. Students should also routinely review their basic math multiplication facts as this will help them 

tremendously in class. In addition, please be sure that students are completing their reading logs each night. If time 

permits, I also suggest that you have brief conversations with your student about what they are reading as to give 

them practice time talking about text. 

 

 

Classroom Corner    
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_______________________________________________________________________ 

PTO Family Movie Night 

Thank you to the PTO for another successful Family Movie Night! Students, siblings, 

parents, and teachers had a chance to enjoy Hotel Transylvania 2 while enjoying snacks in 

the cafeteria. Please come out to support the next event which will be on   

 February 26, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Get your Arbor School 2015-2016 Yearbook!!  
Our yearbook will be filled cover to cover with memories of the school year.  

Please bring your money to the Main Office, Ms. Mignella, or Ms. Lepski  

no later than February 11th, 2016 

Yearbooks are only $11.00-Don’t get left out…buy yours today!! 

 

 

SOUPer Bowl Canned Food Drive 
 
Drive 

Who do you think will win this year’s Super Bowl?? 

Will it be the Denver Broncos or the Carolina Panthers?  

Bring in unopened cans of soup or other canned food items by Friday, February 5th 

and put them into the bin of the team you think will win!!  

Students who bring in items will have a chance to win prizes! 

***All cans will be donated to the M.C.F.O.O.D.S. Drive*** 

Ms. Williams has her favorite team…let’s see if they will win!!  
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  Counselor’s Connections-Mrs. Rosenthal 
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Parents, please remember that children take their cues from us.  If we show that we are 

upset about something, they will be upset, too.   If you are calm and relaxed about the 

PARCC administration (or any other test), they should be as well. 

Test-taking Tips: 

 Get enough rest 

 Turn off all electronics an hour before you want to fall asleep 

 Eat a healthy breakfast 

 Maintain a positive attitude (parents and children!) 

 If you are anxious: 

o Use slow-deep breathing 

o Use “ice-melt-and-freeze” (see counseling website for further explanation) 

 

  

 Career Day 2016 
 

On March 23rd, 2016 we will have our annual Career Day. Parents, families, and 

community friends of Arbor School are welcome to come in to share their career 

experiences with the students at Arbor School! If you are interested in participating 

please email our school counselor Mrs.Rosenthal rrosenthal@pway.org  

 

In preparation for Career Day, students are encouraged to bring in pennants, signs, or 

posters from their favorite colleges, a college of a parent/brother/or sister, or a college 

that you may like your child to attend in the future. These items will be hung up around 

the school for Career Day. Students can bring in the items from now until March. 

-Ms. Williams and Mrs. Rosenthal 

High Expectations, Hands On, and Homework 

In each newsletter, we will explore Arbor’s 3 H’s so that we maintain a focus on the goals 
for our school, students, and families. 

Hands-On (Students): The staff at Arbor School continues to maintain a hands on 
approach with its students and families, ensuring that education is an interactive and 
collaborative process between the home, school, and community. In addition, students 
must also take a hands on approach by participating in class, being active listeners, 
asking questions when necessary, completing class assignments and working with 
their peers. This will help them get the most out of their education. Please talk to your 
child about being a hands-on learner and developing skills that will help them in middle 
school, high school, college and beyond.  

Exploring Arbor’s 3 H’s 

mailto:rrosenthal@pway.org

